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A few simple pitches have the power to make a piece of music memorable. Beethoven knew it when he 
wrote the four pitch opening of his fifth symphony. A five pitch theme, penned by John Williams, helped 
the movie Close Encounters of a Third Kind become a box office hit. Countless composers have used a 
mere handful of notes to create simple motifs that you immediately recognize and associate with a work 
(and often can’t get out of your head!). Advertisers too, understand that a jingle needs a "hook" to be 
commercially successful.

Considering that there are a limited number of pitches in the musical scale, musicians have had to recycle 
notes as long as there has been music on earth. After all, how many unique combinations can one make 
from a few pitches? Exactly 469- using three unique pitches, if you really want to know.

This four-movement piece for brass quintet explores the three pitches that form the "hook" of a 
well-known battery commercial. It's the one that goes bing-bong-BING!
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